SCRIPTURE

what is Scripture & what does Scripture say about itself?

What is scripture?

Since we cannot, out of our reasoning or speculation, know who God is, He has chosen to reveal
Himself to us in His Word. There are two ‘Words of God’: written and living. The Living Word of God
is the man, Christ-Jesus. He has shown us the Father, clear and true. But the Written Word of God is
also an explanation of who the Triune God is, and what He is doing in our world. Plainly put,
speculation is the human attempt to comprehend God, but the divinely-inspired 66 books of Scripture
are the written revelation of God that would otherwise be impossible.

The New Testament speaks of the Old Testament as Scripture, specifically as graphe, or ‘writing’. The
Bible aswe know it is a single book, but much like alibraryin thatitis a collection of books, with 39in
the Old Testament and 27 in the New Testament. [t was originally penned in 3 different languages
[Hebrew, Aramaic, and Koine Greek], over a period of over 1000 years, by more than 40 authors [of
varying ages and backgrounds and classes], on 3 separate continents [Africa, Asia, and Europel.

Authors of the Scriptures include kings, peasants, philosophers, fisherman, physicians, poets,
politicians, and academics. The genres range from history to sermons to songs to love letters to
instructional letters. There are geographical surveys, architectural specifications, travel diaries,
demographic surveys, genealogies, and legal documents. It covers hundreds of controversial subjects
with an astounding amount of unity. Today, it remains the best-selling book of all time, and is
available in over 3000 languages. Itis, without question, the most influential book of all human
history.

The Old Testament was written on Egyptian papyrus (paper from reedsinstead of trees), while the
New Testament was written on parchment (dried animal skins). The reason this is important because
when we look at the number of manuscripts we have of Scripture, it is clear that God wanted it to
survive. Both papyrus and parchment degrade rapidly under dry and hot conditions, like those found
in the Middle East. It is providential indeed that we have so many manuscripts.

The sheer number of available manuscriptsis not the only amount of evidence that we have
supporting the current translation of Scripture. Another factor in the accuracy of today’s Scripture is
the time span between the original being written and the first copy being made. The shorter this
time span is, the more accurate the copy simply because of environmental, meteorological, and
cultural factors that could result in the text being destroyed, changed, faded, or intentionally altered.
Another thing to noteis the date that the text was actually written: how close in time was it written to
the date of the events actually occurring? The majority of the Biblical manuscripts were penned within
the first 30-50 years after the events actually occurred, which in the ancient world was astonishing. In
the following chart, you can compare the manuscripts we have of Scripture with other famous
ancient texts:



Author Date Written  EarliestCopy Time Span Copies (extent)
Secular Manuscripts:

Herodotus (History) 480- 425 BC 900 AD 1,300 years 8
Aristotle (Philosopher) 384-322BC 1,100 AD 1,400 years 5
Caesar (History) 100- 44 BC 900 AD 1,000 years 10
Pliny (History) 61-113 AD 850 AD 750 years 7
Tacitus (Greek History) 100 AD 1,100 AD 1,000 years 20
Biblical Manuscripts:

Magdalene Ms (Matthew 26) 1st century 50-60 AD co-existant (?)

John Rylands (John) 90 AD 130 AD 40 years

Bodmer Papyrus |l John) 90 AD 150-200 AD 60-110 years
Chester Beatty Papyri (N.T.) 1st century 200 AD 150 years
Diatessaron by Tatian (Gospels) 1st century 200 AD 150 years

Codex Vaticanus (Bible) 1st century 325-350 AD 275-300 years
Codex Sinaiticus (Bible) 1st century 350 AD 300 years

Codex Alexandrinus (Bible) 1st century 400 AD 350 years

(Total New Testament manuscripts = 5,300 Greek MSS, 10,000 Latin Vulgates, possibly 9,300 others =
possibly 24,000 copies)
(Total MSS compiled prior to 600 AD = 230)

What does scripture say about itself?

If Scripture, the very revelation of God, does not claim to be from God, then why trust as such? Ifit
does not claim to be withouterror, then why should we claim it to be withouterror? If it doesn’t claim
to be helpful, then why should we declare it to be so? What does Scripture say aboutitself?

Itiscomplete. [Deuteronomy 4:2, 12:32, Proverbs 30:6]
Itiseffective. [Isaiah 55:11]

Itispure.[Psalm 12:6,19:8,119:140]

Itis perfect. [Psalm 19:7]

Itisprecious. [Psalm 19:10]

Itis ourlife’s guide. [Psalm 119:105]

It is food for our soul. [Jeremiah 15:16]

Itis true. [Psalm 119:160, John 17:171]

Itis helpful. [Proverbs 6:23]

Itis flawless. [Proverbs 30:5]

Itis tobe obeyed. [Luke 8:21, James 1:22]

Itis all we needto know God. [Luke 16:29, 16:31]

Itis the standard of teaching. [Acts 17:11]

It builds our faith. [Romans 10:17]

Itis foreveryone. [Romans 1626]

It cleanses of sin. [Ephesians 5:26, James 1:21]

Itis the very word of God. [1 Thessalonians 2:13]

Itis divinely-inspired. [2 Timothy 3:16, 2 Peter 1:19-21]
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x Itislife-changing. [Hebrews 4:12]
x |tislife-giving. [James 1:18]
X |tis spiritual nourishment. [1 Peter 2:2]

Whatloes jesus say about scripture?

If we are to be Christian studiers of the Scriptures, then it should be vitally important to us what Jesus,
our Lord and Savior, has to say about the text thatwe so diligently study. So what does He say about
it?

Jesus summarized the Old Testament as existing in three separate parts: the Law, the Prophets, and
the Psalms [Luke 24:44]. He accepted the Old Testament as it was then (and is still today), without any
modifications [Matthew 5:17]. He came to fulfill the entirety of the Old Testament, as He claimed
was the case [Matthew 5:17-20, Luke 24:25-47]Jesus also said that the entire purpose of the Old
Testament was to reveal Himself [John 5:39].

Jesus treated the Old Testament narratives as straightforward facts, it seems. This includes the
creation account [Matthew 19:4-5, Mark 10:6-8], the Cain and Abel narrative [Luke 11:51], the flood
account [Matthew 24:37-39, Luke 1726-27], Abraham’s biography [John 8:56], the destruction of
Sodom and Gomorrah [Matthew 10:15, Matthew 11:23-24, Luke 10:12], the story of Lot [Luke 17:28-
32], Isaac and Jacob’s interactions [Matthew 8:11, Luke 13:28], the manna account [John 6:31, John
6:49, John 6:58], the wilderness serpent story [John 3:14], Moses as the Lawgiver of Israel [Matthew 8:4,

How did the bible come to be as we know it today?



